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LYNN TURNER, had always 
been interested in fashion, 

but had no prior experience in the 
retail industry – she taught dance 
for thirty-fi ve years and had worked 
in sales, marketing and events for 
local publisher, Archant. But fi ve 
years ago the shop space within 
the newly-built DanceEast building 
became vacant by chance and 
Lynn leapt at the opportunity to do 
something different – for her the 
chance ‘came at exactly the right 
time’.

Lynn had always longed for the 
freedom of self-employment and 
the luxury of being her own boss. 
She quickly became fascinated 
with the retail business, priding 
herself on sourcing unique ranges 

of jewellery and other accessories. 
 ‘You’ve got to love people if 

you’re going to work in a shop’ 
says Lynn. As Cake and Catwalk 
is an independent boutique, the 
importance of providing excellent 
customer service is key. 

DESCRIBING the last fi ve 
years as a ‘joy’, for Lynn the 

highlights have been the customers 
– building relationships with 
people, and on occasion, winning 
over the more ‘challenging’ ones. 
She also enjoys acting as a mentor 
for young people, encouraging 
confi dence through opportunities 
of work experience in her shop. 

When asked what she has 
learned along the way, Lynn P
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emphasises the 
importance of 
resilience and admits 
that, ultimately, 
hard work and 
determination are the 
key to success. 

Plans for the 
future, hopefully, 
involve expanding 
with a second shop, 
allowing Lynn to 
bring a different edge 
to her distinctive 
collection. She wants 
to work more with 
local, independent 
artists and designers, 
giving them the 
opportunity to 
promote themselves 

and their work. There are no plans 
to turn Cake and Catwalk into a 
chain though! ‘The personal touch 
and being connected with people 
is extremely important to me,’ 
explains Lynn, so any subsequent 
shops would need to be close by 
so she could remain hands-on. 

A REAL COMMUNITY player, 
Lynn is passionate about the 

growth and development of the 
town – she says ‘Ipswich is in my 
heart’. As well as gathering support 
from people from all walks of life 
to discuss the towns potential 
for development, Lynn is also 
training to become a town pastor 
– contributing to the safety of the 
young people of Ipswich. 

Looking back over the last fi ve 
years would she do it all again? 
‘Defi nitely. Perhaps a few things a 
little differently… but you learn as 
you go and the experience is so 
rewarding.’

Our favourite fashion accessories shop, on 
the Ipswich Waterfront is celebrating its fi fth 
anniversary, along with Vanilla, this year. Megan 
McCusker caught up with its owner, Lynn Turner.

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
CAKE & 
CATWALK


